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Preface

Jean-Baptiste Lemire (1867-1945) composed Souvenir d'Alsace in 1902 while in Hanoi (Tonkin). In the
form of a moderate waltz, it is a fond musical depiction of the composer's home province of Alsace. Although the

autograph score for wind ensemble (orchestre d'harmonie) contains no dedication, the first printed edition for piano
by E. Clot Fills, Lyon, is dedicated to a Mlle. Reine Bloch.

With many of Lemire's works there are three different surviving versions: one for wind ensemble (Orchestre
d'Harmonie), one for orchestra (Orchestre Philharmonique), and one for piano. There are exceptions of course --
as in the case of Souvenir d'Alsace. As mentioned earlier, versions for wind ensemble and for piano survive, but
there is no orchestral version. Whether it has simply been lost, or was never created at all, is impossible to know.
It is possible, however, based on the other surviving examples, to construct a new one.

With this edition I have attempted to do just that. Using the manuscript for wind ensemble as a basis, I
transcribed the parts for orchestra while also trying to imitate the orchestration practices Lemire used in his other
orchestral works. Aside from the change in instruments, however, most other details of the music match the original
(including all phrasings, dynamics, and performance marks).

I am indebted to Mr. Tanguy Lemire for most graciously providing me with the source materials and other
information which made the present edition possible.

David Rothschild, editor June 2003
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